DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
which some Catholic States have yet to attain, is worth the while if it has to be of this kind? I think you are against martyrs."
"I have often spoken against the false yearning for martyrdom," he replied. "When a person whacks his chest and bawls out in public: Tor my people I am ready to pour out the last drop of my blood/ nobody is demanding his blood. A person ought to work for his people and his ideals instead of playing the part of a pseudo-martyr. But true martyrs like Huss must be recognised. Zizka and the Hussites rose up against and reacted against the suppression of their Leader by Emperor and Council. Defence, therefore, and not aggression. Yet they were often on the offensive too, and Zizka misused his battle-axe more than was necessary. That is always the danger with defensive tactics. A difficult task, to remain purely on the defensive."
"And yet you hold that it is possible to maintain an army purely for defensive purposes and to keep it permanently in this attitude of passive expectation. How can the soldier understand that he learns to shoot in order that he may never have to shoot directly in his life?"
The way in which Masaryk swung quite around 178